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conventional  and purely formal  as  the  ancestor-cult itself
declined, in the last Chou period, into a convention.   Each
act in the sacrifice to the ancestors required its own type of
vase and each vase had its family-name.  The ancient Greeks,
as well as modern peoples, used different words for different
vessels such as an amph'ora, a cup, a pitcher, a flask, and so
on, but the naming of Chinese vases was different.   The li
vase, for example, has the shape of the primitive earthenware
tripod pot, such as was made by hand for thousands of years,
and hollow, curiously bulbous feet.   It came into ritual use
as a bronze vase in the second millennium B.C.   Its name has
the ring of that of a very ancient and distinguished family.
The ting vase, which has a rectangular bottom and stands on
four legs, shows by its shape that it was originally wooden.
Like the li it was a pot, but more slender and had many
variants.   Its greatest period was in the feudal empire of the
Chou dynasty, when nine gigantic examples were made to
represent the  Empire's nine provinces.   They disappeared
during a crossing of the Ssu river in 333 B.C., when the boat
transporting them was shipwrecked.   The attempts made to
save one of them became a favourite theme of mural decoration
in the Han period. Although called upon to serve the Empire,
the ting vessels did not thereby cease to serve the people also,
and millions of Chinese continued to prepare their daily food
in them, as is shown by the popular saying "Chung ming ting
shih" or "The bell is ringing, the meal is ready in the ting".
The hsien vase had also seen service on the domestic hearth before its use in the ancestor-cult. There was no better cooking-vessel than this. It was divided into two sections, the lower, similar to the li, for water, and the upper, like a kettle, for the food.
Many vases used for drink-offerings, however, were, not, taken from types of domestic vessels. Examples of these are the family vase, the ho, used to mix the water and the wine, and the drink-offering vases chia and chlleh.
The ting vase in the Mus6e Guimet shows the motifs most commonly found on the outside of this type of vessel. The bottom part has a face of a monster against a
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